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bucks, according to surveys.
Weather is a big factor in these
zones, to no one�s surprise. With a
little dampness, the harvest could
be very good.

Over the Sierra to zones X9a
through X12, the forecast is that
hunters may run into some excep-
tional bucks and overall higher
buck-doe ratios. Ironically, last year
saw hunters immobilized by
opening weekend snow that made
hunting very difficult. Thus, X9a-X12
may have a good buck carryover �
but because of storms, not due to a
lack of them.

As in most assessment units,
overall deer numbers and fawn
production are not very encourag-
ing in the southeastern Sierra. It is
one of the areas where biologists
are concerned that an increasing
number of resident deer may be

These intertwined antlers were found in 1979 or early 1980 on the east side of
Babbitt Peak in Sierra County. Babbitt Peak is south and east of the town of
Loyalton (deer zone X-7a). The antlers are currently owned by Guilio Vanetti and
were given to him by a logger who worked for a company which was helicopter
logging on Babbitt Peak. A skid of logs was brought into a landing by a helicopter
and the antlers were attached via the wire to the skid of logs.
Tracks reader John Donnelly, who brought these to the attention of Tracks editor
Lorna Bernard, surmises that the two bucks were doing battle when they became
entwined in wire and met their demise. Photo by Robert Waldron.

Dueling Bucks...New Hunting Guide
Available July 1, 2000

The DFG has something new for
deer hunters: Hunting Deer in
California is a free publication

that covers every aspect of deer
hunting, from buying a tag to cooking
venison.

Demand for the new publication is
expected to be very high so, please, no
telephone requests. To get a copy of
the book, either mail or e-mail your
name and address to:

Hunting Deer in California
Department of Fish and Game
1416 Ninth Street #1270
Sacramento, CA 95814
e-mail: pmontalv@dfg.ca.gov

You can also pick up a copy from
DFG regional offices�see inside front
cover of this publication for addresses.

faring better than those trying to
find a meal at the unburned higher
elevation summer ranges.

Southern Desert Region

Due south in the desert zones
D12 and D17, hunters face the
byproduct of severe drought. Buck
numbers have not improved and,
more likely, have declined. Even
meager storms can help grow some
deer food, but such precipitation
has been spotty of late.

The south deserts are consid-
ered marginal deer habitat for their
special subspecies � the burro mule
deer � and have become difficult to
hunt because of reduced vehicle
access under the Desert Protection
Act. De facto deer refuges are the
result, unless a hunter happens to
own a camel.

South Coast

Swinging west again to the
south coast zones D11, D14
through D16 and D19, hunters face
a similar �droughty� condition. The
opportunity to bag a buck is
expected to be similar to the past
couple of years, if not worse.

The good news is that the area
has had some recent fires. But fires
need to be followed by at least
some precipitation to improve
conditions for deer, and the storms
haven�t occurred. The bad news:
herds are rated stable to declining,
but can mount a comeback if rain
arrives.

Paul Wertz is a public informa-
tion officer with the Department�s
Region 1 office in Redding.


